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60 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

LETTERS OF WILLIAM FITZHUGH. 

April 8th, 1896. 
Mr. James Bligh: 

S'r. Yours of the third of January Date, 1695-6, I received 
the beginning of August, 1695, by Cap' Bickford's own hands, 
together with the goods sent according to Invoice, which were 
all safe delivered. The Tob° I confess was both light and very 
ordinary, & consequently all things ' considered well sold, but I 
have now by Capt. Peter Baker consigned you a very good par- 
cell of very good Tob" & weighty as by the enclosed bill of load- 
ing you will see; three of them are stemmed, sweet scented, 
very weighty as you will find when they come to be weighed, 
and as good sweet scented as any is made in York, which I have 
found .my Returns for divers years both from London & Bristol 
equally sold with the best stemmed sweet from thence; the three 
sweet hh ds are numbered A. B. & C. The remainder is Aro- 
noko, some of it very good & some very heavy, but all of it 
both better & heavier than the best last year, which I assure 
myself you will take very good care to make a good market of. 
Now inclosed is a second bill of Loading for thirteen hh d3 Tob . 
I question not their meeting with a good Market under your 
conduct. I would have sent for the effects thereof a good ordi- 
nary Surveyor's Instrument fit for our Country's use, & the 
Remainder in ordinary Linnen, woolen, shoes & Iron ware, Such 
and so Sorted as may make a fit to trade w ith up the 

River; you know best how to suit it according to the money in 
your hand, & therefore shall refer the same to you. Inclosed is 
a bill of Loading for twenty hh d " of my Lord Fairfax but directed 
to you till his Lordship's farther order; therefore I would advise 
to send immediately to London a letter to my Lord Fairfax to 
be left at Mr. Perry's, Merchant in London, & there you will 

have speedy advice how to proceed. 

Your Wff. 

April 27, 1697. 
Mr. John Taylor: 

Sir. Last year I shipped & consigned to you thirteen hh d ' 
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of Tob° in Cap. Thomas Emmes; the ship I am sure arrived 
safe, & the Tob° was both good & well delivered to you accord- 
ing to bill of Loading, but to this hour have not heard a word 
from you. I am yet so charitable to think that your letters to 
me miscarried, but I can't imagine that a Merchant of your Port 
■& Dealing but would so methodize your business to give due & 
proper answers to all correspondents & Dealers, but perhaps 
your own convenience this way might occasion the miscarriage. 
Therefore I have ordered Mr. Cooper, of London, Merchant, 
with whom I have had a long and punctuall Correspondence & 
to whom I send this letter open, to receive my dues from you, 
which I am well assured upon the sight of this you will readily 
and punctually comply with, & accordingly pay him what is 
justly due. from S'r, 



Your WrT. 



To Mr. John Taylor, Merch' in London. 



May nth, 1697. 
Capt. Roger Jones, 

Dear S' r. This comes for cover of a bill of Loading for 
three hh' 1 '' stemmed sweet scented Tob° both, very good & pretty 
heavy, which are consigned to your self, & hope will come well 
to your hands & there I question not as good a market as others. 
My design was for a greater quantity, but could not get freight ; 
this casually happened. Also in this ship is sent to you a bill of 
Loading for four hh d ' of the Proprietors Tob° as you will see by 
the enclosed bill of Loading, what Tob" we have sent them 
before, (for this Tun accidentally met with, Capt. Brent being in 
Maryland). You will see by our large letters & Papers, Dupli- 
cated & now on board the fleet, if they come safe to hand, 
which we have endeavored, by which our masters & your self 
will see what a hard game we have to play the contrary party 
that is our opposers, having the best cards & the Trumps to 
boot, especially the Honours, yet would my Lord Fairfax there 
take his turn in Shuffling & Dealing the cards, & his Lordship 
with the rest see that we were not cheated in our game, I ques- 
tion not but we should gain the sett tho' the game is so far 
plaid, but if we be not as we have now & always urged, sup- 
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ported from thence not only our master's money will be lost, but 
we shall hardly be able to keep our just and legall standing. 
Their interest, I hope, will spur forward the first & the last. I 
am well assured their Honour will oblige them to the support of, 
for Sherwood and Spicer both say that their little appearance 
has been infinitely injurious to them, if we then guess at ours, 
therefore either let us be supported from thence, or be called to 
an account & fairly render up our trust. Your distance, per- 
haps, may make this that I write now seem Apocryphal, but if 
you were here upon the spot you would see plainly that it was 
canonical. S'r, please after you have sold my Tob°,to say the 
three hh < " stemmed sweet scented, out of the Produce thereof 
send me two Suits, a Winter & Summer Suite, ordinary and 
Decent, the measures you may guess at, their shoes, stockings 
& two Carolina hats of the largest size in the head, a handsome 
quantity of fruit & spice, the remainder in Nails, a few four 
pennys, two thousand two pennys, some sixes & the rest in sin- 
gle tens & eights no double tenns. I shall expect your answer 
by the first conveniency, & if you will put in your own News or 
printed News to the value of twenty or thirty shillings it will be 
very acceptable to 

Wff. 
To Capt. Roger Jones, Merchant in London. 



July ist, 1698. 
Mr. Cornelius Serjeant: 

S'r. About a week since I received yours by James Scot, 
in the Mountjoy wherein you give me an account of the lowness 
of Tob° but with all that mine is not yet sold which I hope lyes 
for a better market, for as money grows more plentifull Tob° as 
well as all other foreign commoditys must rise, for the lowness of 
Tob° I have advice from London was only occasioned by the 
want of money. Now Sir to give you advice about Tob" with 
us here are great crops under expectation, God only knows what 
accident may happen if none. I shall be in hopes of making you 
considerable consignments this year, & shall not be wanting to 
advise others to you. Capt. Brent to whom I gave your respects 
resolves to send you some if he can possibly meet w' h freight. 
Since you are concerned in severall ships to come this year for 
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Virginia, I shall desire you to secure me in one of your Ships 
two Tunn & a half at least to make a merchant like Sum accord- 
ing to your letter, & ten hh"" more uncertain; also Capt. Brent 
would have a Tunn & half secured for him & some more uncer- 
tain. When a good market for sales through a large time is 
given for payment if it be in secure hands refuse not the offer, 
for I am at present in hopes not to have a present occasion for 
the money. By my next which I hope will not be long after 
this perhaps I may say more. 

Your Wff. 
To Mr. Cornelius Serjeant. 



June 6th, 1698. 
Mr. Samuel Foote, 

S'r. I believe you are a totall stranger to me, not yet hear- 
ing of my name, & to receive not only this large letter but a 
large Packet too, perhaps, may at first view be surprising. I 
will assure you, S'r, whatever I am to you fame has made you 
known to me, with a very fair character, & that has been aug- 
mented by my long intimate conversation & correspondence 
with your two Uncles, Sam & Nick Hayward, and your poor 
brother here in the country, who deserves your pity and regard, 
what I can serve him he shall freely command. S'r, the copys 
of the letter here with sent will acquaint you with the full busi- 
ness betwixt Mr. Hayward & myself, therewith you will find 
what bills of Exchange I have sent to him, I cannot yet under- 
stand any of them have been presented & consequently none 
paid, therefore, S'r, I request you to overlook his papers, make 
Presentation of the Respective bills & get payment, & please to 
keep the money in your hands till your further order, I am sure 
it cannot be doubtfull & I hope it will not be troublesome to 
lodge so much money in your hands which I look upon sure & 
safe. Mr. Newmans business you will fully see in Mr. Hay- 
ward's & his letters & observations, if it were not too much 
trouble I would desire to negotiate & finish that affair with Mr. 
Newman just in the same method & in all particular circum- 
stances. S'r, Had I know you to be a man of parts, throughly 
paced in business, I should have been longer in my Directions, 
till my next I take leave to subscribe. My next will be fuller, 
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this Directs only to a Roll of papers in Mr. Nich s Hay ward's 
Office. Study what you call it, &c. 

S'r. After concerting Mr. Hayward's papers, if you please to 
be so kind as to be full to me it will be the highest obligation 
can be put upon, 

S'r, Your Wfl. 

To Mr. Samuel Foote. These. 



June 7th, 1698. 
S'r William Davis: 

S'r. Mr. Auditor Byrd's request & Invitation together with 
Mr. Markham's handsome & gentill character gives the occasion 
of this letter & this present consignment. I assure myself you 
will dispose thereof to my best advantage, & if you see a rising 
Market stop my sales till the heighth thereof, for I have no occa- 
sion of money nor goods. Please to be frequent & familliar in 
your letters, & what news you think conveniently to communi- 
cate shall be taken acceptably & punctually paid. Please to 
receive the inclosed bill of Mr. Henry Martin's for ,£16.17 so- 
ling to keep it in your hands till my farther order. S'r now we 
are come to the seventh of July & I send the above as copy of 
my former; this comes now to inclose a second bill of Loading 
& a second bill of Exchange for ,£16.17.00 Ster., which I am 
sure you will manage to my advantage. I have also inclosed 
sent you a bill of Loading for two hh d8 in Cap 1 Thomas Opy, 
junt. If you mind the bill of Loading the Tob° is here shipt by 
Opie himself, & to be delivered me to contain a thousand weight 
at least of neat Tob° when it comes to your hands, to whom I do 
by this Order & assign it, & question not but to come to a good 
market by your conduct. In my next I shall say more & believe 
consign you more Tob" & therefore will only say now that I am 

/our Wff. 
To S'r William Davis, Merchant in Bristol. 



June 30th, 1698. 
Mr. Jno. Cooper: 

S'r. Your two letters both of the 24th Dec r Date I have 
receiv'd, & Inclosed a letter from my mother, together with the 
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box, in it the welcome bible. Instead of three pounds let four 
pounds be the purchase, if she be now living. I thank your 
kindness in not suddenly disposing my Tob" when the market 
was low; I hope since it is risen to my advantage your kindness 
about my Tob° Intended to be presented requires my thankful- 
ness, which I heartily give you. You know Mr. John Taylor's 
business as well as I can inform you. Pray use your own Dis- 
cretion in the Procedure therein, & be earnest both to get his 
Account & my money into your hands. Just as I am writing 
this I received a letter from Mr. Taylor, wherein he gives me an 
account of the Sales of my Tob", & tells me he has paid freight 
& custom for the thirteen hh d ' which he pretends to you was lost; 
if lost, why the freight & custom paid; if there, why not my 
account credit for it. He tells me in his letter that one Joseph 
Jackson shipped it off on his account, pretending that he had 
one of same Mark; further he writes me that the freight and 
custom is paid by him for the same, as I have told you above, 
which to me is a Riddle, & further assures that the clear Pro- 
duce is ^13 sterling, which I conceive & hope you will see to it 
to be added to my money in his hands, which I desire you to get 
of him, for must I seek for a man that has upon bare pretension 
taken away a hh d of Tob" delivered to him, & for which he paid 
freight & custom & consequently was possess' d therewith. I 
hope you will manage it to my advantage. Inclosed comes 
herewith a true copy of Taylor's letter, account of sales & ac- 
count currant, as you will see how he comes to pay freight & 
custom & another man take his Tob° I cannot imagine, but by 
his letter he makes it clear to me that that was a good hh d let 
the others be what they will, for though the others do not clear 
much yet I find that which looks with a predjudice countenance 
upon me. Here is a considerable deal of money; I shall once 
again desire your conduct, Diligence & Care in this affair, & to 
give me a full account by the first conveniency. My last letter 
to Mr. Nicholas Hayward comes herewith together with a letter 
of directions to Mr. Newman, Book Seller in London. By Mr. 
Hayward's letter you will see partly how our circumstances 
stood; the copy of his last acct. currant I have not yet sent, but 
perhaps may in my next. I cannot understand by any hand 
that the bills sent him as there you will see has been presented, 
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& consequently if so not paid. I heartily thank your former 
care & trouble in that affair, & now must earnestly require & 
press you not only to continue the same but to use your utmost 
endeavors that I may not be so great a loser as the present pros- 
pect of affairs renders doubtful, for his Debt to me was before 
that unhappy addition of those last bills of Exchange. Mr. 
Newman's business so fully speaks itself that I shall say no more 
than to desire you to pursue, as Mr. Hayward if he had lived 
would have done. I had almost forgot one thing to tell you that 
I have already writ to a Nephew of Mr. Hayward' s, Mr. Sam- 
uel Foote, & inclosed sent him the same copys as I now send 
you, because it was rumoured here that he had the management 
of his Uncle's estate & business in behalf of Mr. Hayward, his 
cousin, Mr. Hayward's son. Whether so or no, or whether he 
will negotiate my affair please to give me a full account by your 
next. That I have not consigned you any Tob° this year you 
may wonder at, but in truth S'r, Oronok's Tob° was generally 
sorry, & of that that was good I could get none for myself, 
Neither do nor have made anything but sweet for some years, 
but with you it seemed inconsiderable & unvaluable; therefore 
have sent you none, though to whomsoever else I send it I never 
fall short; sometimes exceed York sweet price & a Plymouth 
last Dec' had £2^ sterling a hh d clear ; indeed the weights were 
considerable. S'r, Please to be frequent & full to me by all 
opportunitys, & earnestly request you to send me in my Account 
Currant, which will be a mighty satisfaction to Sir, 

Your Wff. 
To Mr. Jno. Cooper. 



June 30, 1698. 
Dear Mother, 

I heartily condole your present sickness and Indisposition, 
which your age now every day contracts, & God's grace will 
make you bear patiently to your comfort, his glory and your 
own eternal Salvation. I can not enough thank you for your 
present of your choice bible. Your money that you say you had 
present occasion for, I have ordered Mr. Cooper to enlarge and 
you will see by his letter has ordered it to be doubled. Before 
I was ten years old as I am sure you very well remember, I 
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looked upon this life here as but going to an Inn no permanent 
being, by God's [aid] I continue the same good thoughts & no- 
tions still, therefore am always prepared for my certain Dissolution 
wch. I cant be persuaded to prolong by a wish. Now dear 
Mother if you should be necessitated for £8 or 10 extraordinary, 
please to apply to Mr. Cooper & he upon sight of this letter will 
furnish you, & it will be as acceptable as if done to 

Wff. 
My sister died a true penitent of the Church of Engl". 



July 7th, 1698. 
Capt. Roger Jones, 

S'r. About five days since 1 received your letter of Dec', 
Date Inclosed in other letters that you may be sure were very 
welcome, because writ in a style so kind & obliging, & all 
things therein charged so plain & manifest fate throwing upon 
the Reading those letters first made me conclude my own par- 
ticular would not be very acceptable & accordingly I found it. 
I have made no other Tob" than stemmed sweet at none of my 
Quarters for some years past, & always have shipped all, have 
had full prices from London & every port I sent it to, & from 
the city of Bristol sometimes exceeding the York market, but 
always it had a fair character which makes me think you may be 
mistaken in your guesses of the foulness of that small parcell 
sent to you when Capt. Allison brought me the things sent, I 
was surprised not to see Letter, bill of Loading, or account of 
the Purchase of the things sent, how to reconcile it I could not 
tell,' but the receipt of your letter come to hand has made me 
easie therein, for by that letter & its companions, I guess that 
my own particular business was not worthy your notice to one 
that had been such a knave, &c, To the Proprietors, & are 
gladly willing to render a full & fair account of our whole man- 
age & minutest action in their affairs, to any person authorized 
to receive the same, which their interest requires speed in, else 
this year's may be endangered thereby, for men under our char- 
acters cannot be expected now reasonably, rigorously to prose- 
cute. S'r, I shall proceed no further, either in observations or 
reflections, but hope in my own particular business you will mend 
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your last mistake, & send me in by the next conveniency the 
account of Prices of the things sent, my acct. of Sales Account 
& Currant. Capt. Allison in whom goes the Proprietor's Tob° 
will be able to give some manner of account of the Diligence in 
their affairs who has been everywhere in their Territory's & is 
sufficiently knowing in my trouble & charge therein, as also may 
be seen by discoursing every sheriff who must be collector, 
think you what you will there, how mightily we have cheated 
them & secured the best Tob° for ourselves, I shall earnestly ex- 
pect the particular answer to my own particular business by the 
first opportunity. Come let me tell you ways thai you have to 
arrive at our knavery. To the Proprietors the first by Allison 
who knows the affair almost as well as our selves, having gene- 
rall orders to the Sheriff, our Collectors to take all receipts on 
board his Ship, know of him whether any of them said our 
Notes were unreasonable, having shipped off, he sold the great- 
est part of their Tob°, which be sure must be told him if it had 
been so or anything like it. The second is for their next Agent 
to apply himself to the collector and to know what Tob" received 
& how disposed, this I will promise you is friendly advice. The 
above is duplicate of my former, and now, Sir, we are arrived 
to the 22nd July, I have little farther to say than only this, that 
if your good friend that drunken sottish inhospitable 

fellow, if he had lived to come in should not have had one hhd. 
on board any ship he was concerned in, neither of mine nor of 
the Proprietors unless their express orders had so commanded, 
for that Rascall had such hospitality at my house, that I never 
saw him sober, what sober time he had he applyed to persuade 
Bagwell from the Proprietor's service, & was as great a villain 
as lived in that affair. As to the Proprietor's business have said 
enough, when you come in as I could wish or any one else & 
account then the easie credulity of you there, the maliciousness 
of our enemies & our 6wn Integrity will appear. I am 

Your Wff. 



July 21st, 1698. 
Mr. George Mason: 

By my last in the Mountjoy their haste would give me no 
further opportunity than only to write congratulatory, & to 
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assure you of our healths here; And by this conveniency of the 
Richard & John I have time enough to tell you that I have 
received yours from Cap' Jones his own hands, dated the 28th 
Dec r , & now must tell you in your own expression plainly I was 
cheated in them eight hh ds Tob° in the said Rich 4 & John, for I 
trusted to the man's word that paid them to me both for weight 
& goodness; heavy weights & choice Tob° he render'd account 
to me, but by your letter & account of Sales I am well assured 
I was abused ; but the man died before your letter arrived, there- 
fore that is at an end. Truly as to your taking & giving me 
Credit for that & hh' u I don't fault it, but must for the future 
desire you to expose my own stemmed sweet scented out of my 
own crops, which I know to be good to the view & Sale of the 
Market, for really my account there methinks looks very low, 
of which I hope hereafter you will take care that is my own 
Stemmed sweet scented. I shall never trouble Bristol Market 
more with any walnut plank; the reason of my sending this was 
I heard you were yourself building, & I thought it might suite 
your conveniency, for Mr. Blathwaite being building some where 
about your parts has too much black walnut plank from Capt. 
Brent, & the Govern 1 who buys it for him pays six pence a foot 
here in the Country. Capt. Jones I think has carried home two 
or three turns for him, & has now a turn home with him; there- 
fore I say though your Bristol price did not answer my expecta- 
tion yet I thought my design at first well grounded. As to your 
fringe it came safe & was welcome, though my wife had one bet- 
ter & richer by her, being a thick, close, large fringe, half silver, 
half gold, & so no necessity for this. S'r, by this conies a large 
& dear consignment from me, the consignment of a son to your 
Care & Conduct. I am well Pleased & assure myself of a care- 
full & Ingenious manage, if you will please to undertake it; the 
general good character of your most vertuous Lady who I must 
esteem the Cape Merchant in the Adventure, puts me under the 
Assurance that he will be as well, if not better, under your Con- 
duct there than he can be possibly with us here. He is furnished 
with Cloathes only for his Sea voyage, for I thought it was need- 
less to make him up cloathes here for his wear there, because it 
might be there better & more suitably done; therefore I shall 
refer to you for furnishing of him with what is fit and decent, 
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as befits an honest Planter or farmer's Son, not with what's rich 
or gaudy. I shall refer that to your own discretion. Now, S'r, 
to tell you that he is eleven years & a half old, & can hardly- 
read or write a word of English might make you believe that 
either he was a dull boy or that I was a very careless & neglect- 
full Parent. Indeed it is neither Carelessness in me nor dullness 
in him, for although he cannot read or write English, yet he can 
both read, write & speak French & has run over the rudiments 
of the Latin Grammer, according to the french method, for he 
has been a considerable time with a most ingenuous french 
Gentleman, a minister who had the Government & tutorage 
of him, & indeed did it singularly well; but the unhealthy 
fullness of his seat & the sickliness of the child occasioned 
his remove from thence. Therefore if it could be as Capt. 
Jones tells me it may, I would have him put to a french school- 
master to continue his french & learn Latin. Now Capt. 
Jones tells me there is such a school or two about three or 
four miles from Bristol & if it could conveniently be done I 
would have him boarded at school master's house. Now Sr. I 
have told you my mind & how I would have him managed If I 
could, I must at last say in generall terms, that I refer the whole 
to your discreet & prudent manage, assuring myself that if you 
are pleased to undertake the trouble, you will do by him as if he 
were a child or relation of your own, & shall without more say- 
ing refer him wholly to your Conduct, & hope within a week 
after his arrival you will contrive him to his business, whats ne- 
cessary for him, either for books, cloathes or now & then a little 
money to buy apples, plums &c, is left solely to yourself & all 
charges shall be punctually answer' d you & thankfully acknowl- 
edged. Herewith comes inclosed a letter open to Mr. Cornelius 
Sergeant together with a note upon him to pay you ^85, 01, 8, 
which I desire you to receive of him, w cb upon sight I am sure 
he will punctually pay. Sr. I desire you by the first good con- 
veniency to send me these things following (viz): Two large 
Silver dishes containing about 81 or 90 ounces each Dish. A 
Dozen Silver plates, Two Silver bread plates, A pair of silver 
Candle Sticks large and fair, A pair of silver snuffers and stand. 
I cannot tell whether these things are to be bought in Bristol, 
but from London I have had of the same sort from Mr. Richard 
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Smith & Mr. Elias Spinkes very substantial & very good silver, 
but refer the same wholly to your self both where & to buy of 
whom, only this I must tell you, that I would have no letters 
engraved upon them nor Coat of Arms, having a servant of 
my own, a singular good engraver, & so can save that money. 
Also I would have you send me, a callico quilted morning 
gown for myself, & a black crape gown & petticoat for ' my 
wife. Now it is time to leave off sending for any more things 
this year & to tell you that if the things sent for, together with the 
necessary charge you must be at about my son shall have drained 
your pockets dry already of my money in your hand, & now or- 
dered you by Mr. Serjeant the effects of the little Tob° I shall 
now consign you, I shall take care forthwith to pay what remains 
& to lodge more in your hands, but if that should not be satis- 
factory, however pray fail not of sending me in the things accor- 
ding to Directions, & I am in hopes Sr. William Davis upon 
sight of this my letter will answer it, but if my expectations there 
should short too. I am sure Capt. Jones or Mr. Markham will 
be security that you shall be fully answered, & that timely In- 
closed you will have a bill of Loading for a Tun of stemmed 
Tob° of my own Crop, which I assure myself you will dispose 
to the best advantage. My wife & self requests you will make 
our humble services acceptable to your good Lady by your kind 
presentation. 

July 21st, 1698. 
Mr. Cornelius Serjeant, 

Pay of cause to be paid to Mr. George Mason of Bristol, 
Merchant or order, the sum of Eighty-five pounds, one shilling 
& eight pence sterling, make good payment & enter it to the 
account of Sr. your 

Wff. 
To Mr. George Mason. 



July 21st, 1698. 
Mr. Edward Hayward, 

Sir. You were pleased to promise me punctually & without 
fail, to send me in by the first conveniency what books I sent 
for by you if to be had in Bristol or London, therefore assuring 
myself & depending wholly upon your promise, I have neglected 
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all other conveniency's to send for these books following by you, 
viz : all the Statutes made since the twenty -second of King Charles 
the Second to this year, the 2nd Part of Rushworth's Collec- 
tions in 2 volumes, the third part of Rushworth's Collections in 
2 volumes, Doct r Thos. Burnett's Theory of the earth in Eng- 
lish, all the works of the Author of the whole Duty of man in 
one volume, The Lord Bacon's Remains, Cotton's exactabridge- 
ment of the Records of the Tower, Buchanan's de jure Regin 
assud Scotos, if to be had in English, Mr. Boyle's letter to a 
friend concerning specifick Physick, A large fair printed bible in 
quarto, A large common prayer book in folio, The Secret His- 
tory of King Chas. the 2nd & King James the 2nd, A continua- 
tion of the Secret History of Whitehall to the Abdica°n, &c. , 
An Historical account of the memorable actions of King Wil- 
liam the third. These are the books I desire you, without fail, 
to send me. I am sure you may have all but one, & that is 
Buchanan, I cannot say whether ever it has been Englished, the 
rest are every day to be had in London to be sure, some part in 
Bristol, therefore do not send me word some of them are not to 
be had, but what I need I say so for I know you will not be so 
unkind to 

Your Wff. 
To Mr. Hayward. 

(to be concluded.) 



